
 

    The Spirit was Celebrated 

    July 10 – July 14, 2017 

 
They came from far and near – from Cornerbrook, Newfoundland 

to Parksville, Vancouver Island, BC, US, Bermuda, Morogoro 

Tanzania, and South Korea. They arrived by plane, car, ferry, Via 

Rail, the Mountaineer, sea bus and sky train. Over 300 women came 

to the UBC Campus to celebrate the 55th Anniversary of the United 

Church Women (UCW), to worship, to sing, to talk, and to learn. 

 

The Opening 
The Celebration began on Monday evening with worship, 

presentation of the theme and The Parade of Banners from the 

United Church Conferences. Debra Sparrow of the Musqeum 

First Nations welcomed us into their territory and spoke about why 

she was not celebrating Canada’s 150 th birthday. She was thanked 

and presented a gift by Barb Tunnicliffe. 

 

Worship 
Every morning worship was led by the Worship Team Leaders: Rev. 

LeAnn Blackert from Mount Paul United in Kamloops,BC, Linnea 

Good and Barb Tunnicliffe. The Spirit Sisters from Cloverdale 

United also sang. Worship was meaningful and theme related. Fifty 

five hymns were sung during the 5 days. 

 

Music 
Music leadership was provided by the well-known singer/song 

writer Linnea Good. Linnea was commisioned to write a song 

for the 55th Anniversary. Although “This is a Winding, Beautiful 

Road” was written for the 2017 Celebration of UCW, it is available      



 

for the use of women in the United Church of Canada and groups  

that include them, free of charge. The words “This is a steep and 

challenging road, And while the valley of darkness is rugged and 

torn, it draws from us courage, a vision reborn” is applicable to 

many Churches and may be sung in any year. 

 

Plenary Speaker 
Ann Mortifee, the keynote speaker, addressed four sessions: 

Embodiment 1 and 2, Still Small Voice and How Do We Live This? 

 

Tour Day 
Wednesday was designated as Tour Day. The women had an 

opportunity to tour not only the City of Vancouver, but also to enjoy 

British Columbia’s beautiful beaches, gardens, mountains and the 

Fraser Valley. One woman said, “I just want to see the mountains”. 

Those that stayed behind met with Betty Radford Turcott who 

reviewed her latest book  And She Said: Monologues on Biblical 

Women.  The challenges and celebrations experienced by the women 

in biblical times transcend the bounds of time and are relevant to the 

women of today. 

 

Learning Sessions 
On Thursday the women had a choice of attending two of the ten 

learning sessions that were presented by very knowledgeable  

women. 

 

Entertainment 
There were two evenings of entertainment. 

On Tuesday evening Carolyn Abramson and the Pentones from 

Abbotsford, BC offered a musical presentation, “The Underground 

Railroad”. Carolyn explained how the needlecrafts (quilts) and  



 

spirituals played an important part in providing hope and freedom 

for American Slaves. The evening ended with 300 women standing, 

joining hands, and singing “We Shall Overcome”. It was a moving 

moment! 

A Concert was performed by Ann Mortifee and Linnea Good on 

Wednesday evening. 

 

Morogoro Presentation 
To celebrate the 50 th Anniversary of UCW in 2012, it was decided 

to raise $50,000 for a birthing training centre in Morogoro, Tanzania 

To everyone’s surprise $260,000 were raised. With power point, our 

guests Neema Mlula and Jesca Mkuchu related how the money was 

used to set up a Morogoro Women’s Training Centre in collaboration 

with the Tanzanian Ministry of Health to run programs for 

Traditional Birth Attendants (TBA’s). Neema and Jesca spoke of 

what was accomplished in the past 5 years and the goals for the 

future. 

 

The Banquet 
Thursday night was the Gala Banquet in The Grand Hall at the 

“Nest”. The table decorations designed and prepared by Val Weinert 

from Crescent United, Surrey, BC were amazing. The Right 

Reverend Jordan Cantwell, Moderator, was the main speaker of the 

evening. Rebecca Irwin from Crescent United was recognized as one 

of the three Vice-Presidents of BC Conference UCW in 1962. 

Rebecca was delighted to meet women with whom she was 

associated in the past. 
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Worship and Communion 
On Friday morning Worship and Communion were led by The Right 

Reverend Jordan Cantwell and Rev. LeAnn Blackert. A 

commemorative Communion cup crafted by Darrell and 

Catherine Autin of Salmon Arm, BC. was given to women to take 

home. 

 

Farewell 
A video of photos taken by Bruce Hovick reviewed the week of 

Celebrations. The banners were paraded out and it was time to say 

farewell. 

 

 

The 11 member Planning 55 Committee held its first meeting 

on January 24, 2014. It has been a lengthy time of intensive planning 

and collaboration. Planning for our life together for one week as 

we celebrated the Spirit was a journey in itself ...a long journey. 

But “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep step with the Spirit”. 

(Galatians 5:25). The Spirit was ever among us. Its presence was 

felt. 
 

We were welcoming, hospitable, and accommodating hosts for the 

National UCW 55th Anniversary. 
 

Synopsis of the UCW 55th Anniversary “Celebrating Spirit” 

prepared by:  

Winnie Kowalewich 

Secretary, BC Conference UCW 
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